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| PREFACE. 


AIS plain Sermon appears in the 
SAS on World, at the requeſt of ſome of 
FMT Kaz my reverend brethren in the mini- 
i in whoſe preſence, together 
ES with that of the congregation 9 

— 9 Proteſtant Diſſenters under 1 
care of the reverend Dr. Doddridge, it was deliver- 
ed. I am as ſenſible as any of my readers will be, 
that theſe gentlemen could not defire the publication of 
this diſcourſe, on account of the elegance f the com- 
poſition; or from any other cauſe, than an appre- 
benfion, that plain as they, muſt ſee it to be, it was 
ſuitable to the occaſion, and might be nſeful to thoſe 


NS 


into whoſe hands it may be ſuppoſed it will chiefly 


fall. I the leſs knew how to reſiſt the importunity 
of my brethren, as ſo little of this kind has been 
printed on the ſubject. And I defire it may be con- 
fidered, as peculiarly addreſſed to thoſe who are more 
immediately concerned in the death of the horned cat- 
th ; and thoſe who by living near them, can hardly 
avoid being witneſſes to the anguiſh and groans 
of theſe creatures, when under the violence of the 

| A 2 diſt emper « 


— 


Tx = W 
5 FRI: geb are likely to he moſt affected „ 
the preſent calamity-; and to'be moſt in want of aſ- 
Alcante in improving it. And if by the bleſſing of 
God, hat I here offer * ſhould be inſtrumental in 
| bringi ng any to ſerious thoughtſulneſs under the pre- 
ſent di iſpenſation ; or in aſſiſting any to make a right 
uſe of it, I hope I can truly ſay my End will be 
fully anſwered, in yielding to the importunity of my 
Priends : nor ſhall I then repine, though I ſhould be 
cenſured for it by others with ſome ſewerity; from 
whence nevertheleſs I would hope the goodneſs of tbe * 
intention, and theſe acknowledgements of its _ 


r may in Jome meaſure ſhelter it. 


relfor Decem. 18 iS; K 2 | 


Exopus 


Exopus ix. 3 
The former Part of the Verſe. 


Behold the Hand of the Lord is upon thy 
Cattle which is in the Field. 


* HE 8 of God are Fe 
Ps FRY our inſtruction, as well as his 
8 word : therefore it highly con- 
ceerns us diligently to obſerve them, 
and humbly to enquire, what the 
O ſovereign diſpoſer of all things is 
Gying to us in them. It is very evident, that God 
has been ſpeaking aloud to this nation, for ſome 
years paſt, by his providential diſpenſations : : he 
has ſpoke to us in his anger, and given us tokens of 
his ſore but juſt diſpleaſure ; yet not without ſome 
kind intimations, that he has not ſhut up his bow- 
els of mercy againſt us. Thus. has God ' ſpoken 
once, yea twice, and may we have wiſdom to ſee 
his name herein ; to hear the rod, and who hath 
appointed it *, In a particular manner we ſhould 
conſider the mortality amongſt the cattle, as an in- 
ſtructive, as well as an afflictive providence : : this 
is plainly and immediately the finger of God: and 
as he does nothing in vain, we ſhould - behold- it, 
+ lle vi. 9. 


17 pt 
and behold: it 110 as to be ;ofirided by it, and ſuit- 
- ably affected with it. Behold, the hand of the 
Lord is upon thy cattle which is in the field. 
Theſe words were ſo ſpoken at the command of 
God, by Aeſes unto Pharaoh, king of Egypt, The 
occaſion of them is well known, to * who are ac- 
quainted with ſacred hiſtory. God was about to 
deliver his people from the ſtate of ſlavery and bon- 
dage in which the Egyptians held them: accord- 
ingly he ſent Maſes unto Pharaoh, to demand of 
him a grant of liberty, for them to. go to wor- 
ſhip him in a place which he ſhould appoint. This 
the proud prince obſtinately refuſed, therefore God 
proceeded in judgment againſt him, his people, 
and bis land ; and followed them with calamities 
of various kinds. Under ſome of which Pharaob, 
was brought to conſent, that the people ſhould 
go; but as oft as they were removed, he harden- 
ed his heart, and perſiſted in detaining them : till 
at laſt the hand of God became ſo heavy, that he 
was forced to ſubmit: whereby the great God 
made it evident, that when he — he will 
overcome; and that it is the greateſt folly for an 
arm of fleſh to contend with him. 

One of the judgments with which God chaſ- 
tized Egypt upon this occaſion, was a murrain 
the cattle. Then the Lord ſaid unto 
Mojes, go in unto Pharaoh, and tell him, thus ſaith 
the Lotd God of the Hebrews, let my people go, 
that they may ferve me : for if thou refuſe to. let 
them go, and wilt hold them (till ; © behold, the 
hand: of the Lord is upon thy cattle Which is in 
the ficld.” This word (behold) with which our 
text is introduced, may denote the ſpeedy execu- 


tion of the judgment, if he ſtill refuſed to cog 
wi 


_ | 
with this reaſonable demand: it might alſo. be de- 
ſign'd to warn him of the greatneſs of it: and 
moreover, to ſignify to him, the notice it ſhould 
be taken of by him, The import of the wards 
then, may be this. Pharaob, if thou doth yet 
go on to rebel againſt the Lord, the cattle of Zgypt 


ſhall immediately in great numbers be cut off; and 


conſider well, what the conſequences of ſuch a 
judgment will be, before you bring it upon you, 
by raſbly refuſing to comply with the divine com- 
mand ; conſider in how many reſpects this will af. 
foct you, and your people: Behold it in its con- 
ſequences, and as the effect of your daring rebel- 
lion againſt God : behold it as a judgment brought 
upon the Land for your impiety.” Es 6. 


In diſcourſing upon the words, 1 ſhall attempt Pp 


to ſhew, 


1. That fornetimes the. hand of the Ltd is 


ſo upon the brute Creatures, that they greatly ſuf- 
fer, and are taken off very remarkably, for the 
ſins of men. And, | „ 
II. What notice we ſhould take of the hand 
of the Lord, when by thus laying it upon the brute 
creatures, he, for our fins, is contending with us. 


I. I ſhall attempt to ſhew, that ſometimes the 


hand of the Lord is ſo upon the brute ereatures, - 


that they greatly ſuffer, and are taken off very re- 


markably for the fins of me. 

The fin of man has brought the animal creation 
under a curſe, and in many ways are the bruteg 
ſharers with him, in the evils which are the con- 
ſequences of it. And when the fins of men ariſe 
to any remarkable height, it often is ſeen, that 


: 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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in the courſe of providence, the hrute creatures in 
a remarkable manner ſuffer. Thus for Pharaob's 
deſperate obſtinacy; for the impious contempt he 
caſt upon the power and authority of God; and 
for the inhuman carriage of the Egyptians towards 
his people, their cattle were threatened: and we 
are informed the threatening. was preſently, in a 
very terrible manner, executed. And the Lord 
did that thing on the morrow, and all the 
cattle of Egypt died b. i. e. many of all kinds, or 
a great number of the cattle; for every indivi- 
dual beaſt died not of the murrain, as appears af- 
terward in this chapter, where we read of ſome 
that were deſtroyed by the hails | 
The fins alſo of the inhabitants of the old world, 
brought not only deſtruction upon themſelves, but 
upon the beaſts of the field, and the fowls of the 
air. And God faw, that the wickedneſs of 
man was great in the earth, and that every ima- 
gination of the thoughts of his Heart was only 
evil continually.— And the Lord faid, I will de- 
ſtroy man whom J have created, from the face of 
the earth, both man and beaſt, and the creeping 
thing, and the fowls of the air 4,” And this 
threatening we find was executed in the full ex- 
tent of it, except on Noab, and thoſe which were 
taken into the ark with him. * And every living 
ſubſtance was deſtroyed, which was upon the face 
of the ground, both man, and cattle, and the creep- 
ing things, and the fowl of heaven; and they 
were deſtroy d from the earth: and Noa only re- 
mained alive, and Ou _ were! with roma in the 
dr 7 | i tent Un 111 
ts | 1 o nne 
4 231; 41 1K 2081-4 64 03! 
1 — Exod. ix. 6. * ver, 25. Gen. vi. , Gen. vii. 23. 
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es! 
And as a further confirmation of this point; 
we may obſerve, that 1/rae/ was alſo threatned with 
the deſtruction of their cattle, if they walked con- 
trary to God . And the prophet's complaint 
ſhows, that God did ſometimes in this way, cor- 
rect them for their ſin, How long ſhall the 
land mourn, and the herbs of every field wither, 
for the wickedneſs of them that dwell therein? 
the beaſts are conſumed, and the birds, becauſe 
they. faid, - he ſhall not ſee our laſt ends.” 5 

Theſe, and many other inſtances of the like na» 
ture, chat might be collected from the faered 
writings.; evidently prove, that the hand of the 
Lord'is ſometimes very heavy _ hs Cattle, 208 
the tranſgreſſions of men. 

But for inſtances to confirm this, we * * 
look back to paſt times, nor turn our eyes to fo- 
reign lands. It is beyond all doubt, that the hand 
of the Lord, in a way of Judgment, is upon the 
cattle of our own country. The inhabitants in 


many places of it, need go but into their own, 


or their neighbours yards, to be eye and ear wit- 
neſſes of it; nor is there any reaſon to doubt, our 
ſins being the cauſe of it. When we conſider bow 
abundantly that prediction of our bleſſed Lord's is 
fulfilled, in our day; * Becauſe iniquity ſhall 
abound, the love of many ſhall wax cold *;” 
when we confider how general a contempt is caſt 


upon divine laws and'brdinances: what a departure 


there is from the great doctrines and rules of the 
goſpel: how much finful to the world, 
there is, amongſt God's profeſſing people: how 
little vital and practical religion is viſible, even in 
the churches of Chriſt: and how far the generality 

B of 


C Lal xxvi. 21, 22, #* Jer, xii, 4. > Mat. *xiv, 12. 
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of perſons of all ranks and: characters have : been, 
from comporting with the deſigns of publick diſ- 
penſations; I ſay, when we | conſider all theſe 
things, we muſt own, that God might in ſtrict 
Juſtice proceed againſt us, in a far more ſevere 
-manver, than he has yet done, Therefore, as he 
is now , contending wich us by taking away the 
beaſts of the field, what can be more rational than 
ta conclude, that our iniquities have laid the foun- 
dation of the conteſt? Surely we muſt ſay, the 
hand of the Lord is upon the cattle, for our ſins. 
I proceed now, 5 20 ident Fa 


II. To attempt to ſhow, what notice we ſhould 
take of the hand of the Lord, when by laying it 
upon the brute creatures, he, for our ſins, is con- 
tending with us. 7 Tie gs Hed 6 
The creatures which ſurround us, if they are 
attentively and religiouſly view'd, will teach us 
many uſeful and inſtructive leſſons. Many uſeful 
obſervations may be made, upon the meaneſt crea- 
tures Which the hand of God has formed; ſuch 
obſervations, as may excite in us pious diſpoſitions, 
help us in the exerciſes. of devotion, and direct 
out conduct towards our great creator and con- 
ſtant benefactor. The inſpired writers often ſend 
us to behold the creatures which are below us, 
with this view. We are ſent to the ant to teach 
us wiſdom and induſtry. Go to the ant thou 
Nuggard,' conſider her ways and be wiſe : which 
having no guide, overſeer, or ruler, provideth her 
meat jn the ſummer, and gathereth her food in the 
harveſt. To teach us to ſuppreſs anxious and 
ſolicitous cares, we ate ſent to take notice of the 
5 care 
Prov. vi. 6. 15 ö 


care of providence . even over the ſparrows, for 
* one of them ſhall not fall on the ground, with- 
out your Father *,” Our Lord alſo teaches us the 
like doctrine, from the ravens ; who “ neither 
ſow nor reap, which neither have ſtore-houſe, ner 
barn, and God feedeth them.“ And to confirm 
us further in this important and comfortable doc- 
trine, he ſends us to look upon the very graſs and 
flowers. Conſider the Lilies how they grow; 
they toil not, they ſpin not: and yet I ſay unto 
you, that Solomon. in all his glory, was not array- 
ed like one of theſe. If then God, fo cloth the 
graſs, which is to day in the field, and to mor- 


row is caſt into the oven: how much more will 


he clothe you, O ye of little faith.” ?” And if it is 
inſtructive to behold the fowls of the air, the rep- 
tiles of the earth, and the graſs of the field; it 
certainly is not leſs ſo, to behold the larger cattle. 
* But aſk now the beaſts, and they ſhall teach 
thee *,” The creatures teach us; they teach us 
that there is a God, and much of what God is; 
they teach us our dependance upon God, toge- 


ther with obedience and gratitude to him. And 


Irael is ſent to learn theſe leſſons of the ſtupid 


als, and the dull ox. * The ox knoweth his 
owner, and the aſs his maſter's crib: but ae 
doth not know, my people doth not conſider v.“ 


many are the inſtructions which we may receive 
from the brute creatures in common, when. no- 


thing more than uſual attends them; if we take 


notice of them, with a view to learn of them, 


and from them. But when the hand of God is 


upon them, by way of correction for our ſins, it 


1 | will 


* Mat. x. 29. 1 Luke xii, 24. ver. 27, 28. Job xii. 
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will be peculiarly inſtructive to take notice of 
them, if our intentions herein, are directed aright: 
and how we ſhould look upon them in theſe cir- 
cumftances, is what I -ſhall endeavour, in ſome 
pattieulars, o bew; a,,, ND 


1. When the hand of the Lord is upon the 
cattle, we ſhould look upon them with compaſſion. 
I hſhall not ſeruple to take it for granted, that 
the brute creatures ate not void of fenfations 
both of pleaſure and pain, though they are of tea- 
fon; and that they ſhould be treated by us, with 
eat humanity, The wiſeſt of men, and an in- 
ſpired writer, deſcribes a righteous man by his 
compaſſionate treatment of his beaſt; and the 
wicked by their cruelties. A righteous man 
regardeth the life of his Beaſt: but the tender 
mercies of the wicked are cruel F.“ A righteous 
man will take care, that his beaſt is well uſed ; 
that it has food and reſt convenient for it: and it 
is an evidence of a vicious cruel Temper, when any 
put needleſs hardſhips upon the dumb creatures, and 
are not careful to have them ſufficiently provided 
for. They are the objects of the great God's 
care and goodneſs, in making proviſion for them. 
He cauſeth the graſs to grow for the cattle; “ 
Therefore thoſe whom they ſerve, ſhould not with- 
hold it from them. And upon many occaſions the 
ruler of the world, has expreſſed a great regard 
for the lives of theſe creatures, (undoubtedly to 
teach us, that their lives are not needleſsly to be 
taken away, or careleſsly expoſed, ) particularly 
when he ſpared Nineveb, the beaſts were inelu- 
ded; with the human ſpecies in his compaſſionate 
2 5 regards. 


» Prov. xii. 10. 1 Pſal, civ. 14. 


[23] 
regards. And ſhould not I ſpare Nineveh, tht 
great city, wherein are more than ſixſcore thogs 
find perſons,” that cannot diſcern between theit 
right hand and their left hand, and-alſo much cats 
tle”?” And when God in the methods of his 
providence ſees it fit, for the anſwering ſome wiſe 
ends and purpoſes, to bring the creatures into 'A 
ſoffeting tate, it would diſcover too much of either 
a thoughtleſs or cruel temper in us, to look upon 
them without concern. The miſeries even of the 
brutes ſhould excite our pity; and draw forth our 
compaſſion. Our hearts ſhould: not be harden's 
againſt their groans, nor ſhould we be ſtupidly 
unaffected, when they give evident token of their 
being in diſtreſs; eſpecially, when it is owing to us 
that they are ſo. Which leads u us on to — 
head of diſcourſe, | Ne ne 
2. When the hand of the Lord is | who than 
cattle, we ſhould take notice of it, — Ly 
on them for our fits.” © 
The fin and rebellion of man api God, wy 
has been hinted, is the cauſe not only of the evils 
which he himſelf endures, but of thoſe! which fall on 
the creatures below him. In conſequence of man's? 
tranſgreſſion, and the curſe which that brought 
upon the earth*, © The whole creation groaneth, 
and travaileth in pain together, until now. The 
brute creatures not being capable of moral go- 
vernment, muſt neceſſarily be always incapable of 
breaking the laws of their creator, and contract 
ing guilt: therefore we are to conſider, that now” 
the hand of the Lord is upon them, he is con- 
texding with us: he is r correQing 0 us for 
our 
r Jonah iv. 11. f Gen. iii. 17. « Diva viii. 22. 
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our iniquities. When we ſee their miferies; when 
their dying groans pierce our ears, it ſhould affect 
our hearts in this view of it, and cauſe us to ſmite 
upon our breaſts and ſay : *: Lo, we have ſinned, 
and done wickedly: but. theſe creatures, what 
have they done?” They have done nothing amiſs, 
have anſwered the end of their creation ; but 
to chaſtize us for our ſins theſe burdens are laid 
upon them. This diſpenſation of providence is 
molt certainly to lead us to make proper reflec- 
tions on ſin, and the evils which have followed 
it into the world; and more immediately, to bring 
us to a right ſenſe both of our perſonal and national 
tranſgreſſions. And not to be thus affected under 
the correcting hand of the Almighty, would argue 
great impenitency, and hardneſs of heart in us. 
Now the herds of cattle are perplexed, it would 
be more than brutiſh ſtupidity in us, not to be af- 
ſected with ſorrow for ſin, which is the cauſe of 
it. That we all are not equally guilty either as to 
the number, or the nature of our ſins ; and fo that 
we have not been - alike inſtrumental in pulling 
down this judgment upon our heads, is very cer- 
tain. Nor can it be deny'd, but that deſolating 
calamities may ſometimes reach perſons for the fins 
of the place and nation where they live, when 
God's controverſy 1s not immediately with. them : 
but ſuch are then to conſider, that though they 
have not been principally concerned in. involving a 
place in trouble, yet that they have added to the 
ſins of the community. Therefore in this time 
of common calamity, we ſhould all think it con- 
cerus us to call to mind, both our perſonal and na- 
tional ſins ; and to be very deeply ſenſible of the 
| dreadful evils, which the guilt we have contracted 
expoſes 


(15 ] 
expoſes us too. For we may aſſuredly gather both 
from ſcripture, and from the former methods of 
God's dealings with finful nations in general; and 
with particular perſons, that in laying his hand 
upon the herds of cattle, he has not ſtirred up 
all his wrath *: that herein he has not dealt wi 
us according to the full meaſure of our fins ; nor 
diſcharged all the arrows of his diſpleaſure againſt - 
us. No, there is no ſhadow of reaſon to expect, 
that becauſe he has corrected us by: laying his hand 
upon the brute creatures, it will for this reaſon 
be the leſs heavy, if by our impenitency we cauſe 
him to lay it immediately upon our ſelves. We 
are to take notice of God's hand upon the cattle as 
a call to repentance and reformation, as well as for 
correction: and if the call is not attended to by 
us; as hereby our guilt will be aggravated, ſo our 
puniſhment will be proportionably increaſed, when 
it comes ſtill nearer to us. And if you are of the 
number of thoſe, who continue to flight the grace 
of the goſpel; Who to this day remain under the 
guilt and power of your ſins, and enemies to God 
and Chriſt; you are to conſider, that though God 
is now correcting you among others for fin, 
that you are not now feeling the full weight of 
his diſpleaſure againſt it; but that he is letting 
ſome drops of wrath fall upon you, to awaken in 
you a ſenſe of guilt; and to remind you, that ac- 
cording to the declarations of his word, you have 
ſomething infinitely more dreadful to expect, than 
even the ſoreſt of temporal rebukes; and that 
there yet remains to you, a certain fearful look - 
ing for of judgment, and fiery indignation, which 
ſhall devour the advetſaries v. But ſuppoſing 
by. — 


Pfal. Ixxviii, 38. „ Heb, x, 7. 
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you to be in a ſtate of peace and reconciliation with 


God, and your eternal concerns are ſafely lodged 
inthe hands of the great fedeemer ; yet if you 


are, and notwithſtanding the calls of providence, 


continue to be cold and lifeleſs in your profeflion, 
and — honour to God by your walk; if 
you have loſt your firſt love, and religion is become 
almoſt a formal thing with you; you may ex- 
pect, chat even you, in this preſent calamity, are 


not taſting the bittereſt fruits of your ſins. God 


will — > the tranſgreſſions of his own people with 
à rod, and their iniquities with ſtripes; though his 


loving kindneſs he will not utterly take from them, 


por ſuffer his faithfulneſs to fall A 
me RY to add, 


— We ſhould wh notice of the hand of the 


Which leads 


Lold upon the cattle, as what may ſoon be laid 


von us, in much the ſame way, 

No- ſo infectious a diſtemper ſpreads amongſt 
the beaſts, and ſuch great numbers of them are ſwept 
away by it; there is nothing improper, nor exceeding 
improbable in looking for the hand of the Lord to 
pals from them, to the human race. Perhaps by 
the mortality amongſt the cattle, God is calling 
upon us to prepare to meet him in the way of 
fimilar| judgment, and to take our turn in ſuffer- 
ing like them. Though God has not permitted 
our enemies which came up to fight againſt us to 
prevail, and has cauſed the devouring ſword to 
ceaſe from ravaging within our borders; yet he 
may be about to contend with us in another way, 
and that by giving up our lives to the peſtilence, as 


he does the lives of the beaſts to the murrain. He 
+ may 


Paal. Ixxxix. 32, 33. 
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no 
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may ſoon cauſe the contagion to run in another 
channel, and make human bodies receptive of it. 
He may ſoon make us afraid of the peſtilenee that 
walketh in darkneſs, and of the deſtruction, that 
waſteth at noon- day: We may ſoon ſee a thou- 
ſand fall at our ſide, and ten thouſand at our right 
hand. To be as we now are, under apprehenſions 
of being ſtript of our cattle is grievous, but oh how , 
much more terrible to have ſuch apprehenſions 
with reſpe& to the deareſt of our friends and rea 
lations, that not merely our ſtalls and paſtures, 
but our houſes ſhould be left deſolate, .and our 
ſelves in continual fears of being ſwept away with 
the multitude! This is no foreign thought; for a 
diſtemper which is ſo infectious amongſt one ſpecies 
of creatures, may by a long continuance make the 
air very unhealthful and infectious to others. And 
it has been obſerved, that ſometimes a murrain 
amongſt the cattle, has been the forerunner of the 
peſtilence amongſt men. And if I remember 
right, ſome of our Engliſb hiſtorians inform us, 
that this has been the caſe in this kingdom. God 
only knows whether it may not be ſo again. 


4. We ſhould take notice of the hand of the 
Lord upon the cattle, with thankfulneſs, that it 
is not at preſent upon us inſtead of them; nor upon 
oo uy mercies and enjoyments together with 

We ſhould conſider, that the hand of the Lord 
not only may be upon us as it is upon them, 
but that it might have been ſo already. God 
might have begun with us; he might have given 
his deſtroying angel an immediate commiſſion 
againſt us, without giving us any warning by the 

beaſts 
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beaſts of the field. Inſtead of being - lamenting 
the loſs of theſe, we might in general have been 
now called to lamentation and mourning, for the 
loſs of our neareſt, moſt uſeful, and moſt deſir- 
able relations and friends ; or have been in daily 
fears of lofing them; and under continual ap- 
prehenſions our ſelces of increaſing the number of 
the dead. We might now have been under dread- 
ful forebodings of deſolation ſpreading through 
our reſpective towns and neighbourhoods : Nay, 
our houſes might have been now ſhut up, and 
* Lord, have mercy upon us,” been the inſcrip- 
tion on our doors : Our ſtreets might have been 
almoſt unfrequented, and the few that had paſſed 
them, bave carried ſuch fears and terrors in their 
looks, as if they had been lined with enemies in 
ambuſh, that waited to deſtroy them : we might 
have been afraid of every perſon we met, leaſt he 
carried about him the ſeeds of infection: and uni- 
verſal terror might now have been ſpreading it ſelf 
through the nation, and all the affairs of it been 
coming into confuſion and diſorder, Now though 
the death of the cattle in ſuch great numbers, is 
a very great and heavy judgment ; yet it would 
have been much more terrible, had the hand of 
the Lord been thus laid upon our friends, our 
neighbours, and our ſelves. We have great rea- 
fon to be thankful upon this account; that God 
is yet ſparing us under the means of grace ; that 
he is giving ſome of us time and ſpace for repent- 
ance, and others of us opportunities for making 
ſurther improvement in the ways of religion and 
holineſs ; and that he is not ſpreading terror and 
confuſion through the land, Thoſe who are yet 
in a ſtate of impenitency and unbelief, have in a 
peculiar 
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peculiar manner reaſon to be thankful upon this 
account. Had God ſent his deſtroying angel into 
our towns, villages, and houſes, inſtead of the 
field, and the ſtalls of the cattle, what diſtreſſed 
circumſtances muſt you now have been in, O im- 
penitent, thoughtleſs, chriſtleſs finners ! how great 
muſt your terrors and conſternation have been, to 
have ſeen death making the habitations around you 
deſolate! how would your hearts have ſunk | what 
fears would your guilt have ſuggeſted, when the 
contagion had reach'd your dwellings ! and when 
it had come ſtill nearer and attack'd your own 
perſons, how would you have ſhuddered at the 
views of approaching judgment, when you could 
not have looked upon it as at a diſtance, or reſt- 
ed ſtupidly thoughtleſs about it, as perhaps you 
are now doing ! And oh how awful and tremen- 
deous would the conſequences of, ſuch an event 
have been to you! how fearful a thing would you 
have found it, thus to have fallen into the hand 
of the living God?! © For our God is a con- 
ſuming fire.“ Truly, you have cauſe to be 
thankful, that you are not thus in crowds paſſing to 
the grave, and the inviſible world. But if the 
forbearance and long-ſuffering of God does not 
lead you to repentance, and make you ſolicitouſly 
concerned about coming to an hearty cloſure by 
faith, with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, it is only for a 
ſhort ſeaſon that execution is delay'd : For though 
death ſhould not have a commiſſion to ſweep away 
families at once, and to make-towns and villages 
almoſt deſolate; it muſt ſoon have its particular 
commiſſion to bring you down to the grave, and 
into a ſtate of unalterable miſery : for you ſee one 

| C.-K - * alter 
. 7 Heb. x. 31. * Heb. xii. 29. | 


[ 20] 
after another haſtening to their long home, when 
no particular diſtemper rages. 

And it calls for great thankfulneſs from us, that 

God is not laying his hand upon our other mer- 
cies and enjoyments together with the herds of the 
Nall, We ſhould take notice of it, that in the 
midſt of judgment he is remembring mercy ; and 
becauſe he afflicts us in one inſtance, we ſhould 
not withhold that tribute of praiſe which is his 
due, for that rich variety of the comforts of life 
which we ſtill continue freely to enjoy. 
Though the hand of God in ſo threatning a 
way, is upon the larger cattle ; let us render our 
praiſes to him, that it is not alſo upon the ſmaller 
as it has ſornetimes been; and that the flocks of 
ſheep are not cut off from the fold, together with 
the herds from the ſtall. This would have been 
an additional calamity of a peculiarly diſtreſſing 
nature, conſidering that they not only are a very 
conſiderable part of our food ; but that the moſt 
ſubſtantial branches of our commerce depend upon 
them, and thoſe by which the greateſt part of our 
oor are maintained, 

With what gratitude and thankfulneſs ſhould 
we alſo reflect on the goodneſs of God, in the 
great increaſe of grain, which the fields for ſeveral 
vears paſt have produced? for had we now a 
_ of bread, - how much more muſt the loſs 
of part of our animal food have been felt? 
Further, though the hand of the Lord is upon 
the cattle, how much reaſon have we to be thank- 
ful, that we have not fallen into the hands of men, 
and eſpecially of thoſe our enemies, by whom 
we have ſo lately been under apprehenſions, not 


only of having our cattle devoured or driven 
away; 
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away ; but our houſes plundered, and our whole 
ſubſtance taken by violence ? 
And once more, how much does the goodneſ 
of God call for our grateful acknowledgements, 
that our religious liberties which have alſo lately 
been in ſuch apparent danger are continued, and 
that we are not ſeeking the food of our ſouls at 
the peril of our lives; but that we can worſhip 
God according to the dictates of our conſciences, 
and that we are yet the ſubjects of a prince whoſe 
grand concern it is, to defend us in the enjoyment 
of our liberties and properties, both of a facred 
and civil nature ? 

By theſe, and the like conſiderations, ſhould 
our hearts be raiſed to enlarged thankfulneſs; even 
now we are under God's icing hand, 


5. We ſhould take notice of the hand of the 
Lord upon the cattle, with ſuitable regards to the 
proprietors of them, even though we may not 
our ſelves be of that number. 

They:who are the proprietors of the cattle which 
God has thus awfully ſmitten, are to be ſure the 
moſt nearly concerned. The caſe of ſuch bears 
ſome-reſemblance to that of Fob, though it is far 
from being equally calamitous : for he had not 
only his cattle of one kind taken, but was ſtript 
of his ſheep, camels, oxen, and aſſes at once; 
and what was ſtill more afflictive, his children and 
- ſervants were not ſpared: Yet he. compoſed his 
mind with this humbling reflection; © Naked 
came I out of my mother's womb, and naked 
ſhall I return thither : the Lord gave, and the 


Lord hath taken away; bleſſed be the name of 
the- 
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the Lord :. Let thoſe upon whom the preſent ca- 
lamity more immediately falls, turn their eyes to 
this patient and ſubmiſſive behaviour of holy Feb, 
and conſider him as an example worthy of their 
imitation : and let them be concern'd, that the 
providence does not paſs, without ſome __ 
improvement. 

But thoſe of us who are not ſo immediately af- 
feed by this diſpenſation, ſhould take notice "of 3 it 
with ſuitable regards to thoſe who are. A great 
part of their ſubſtance is taken away from many, 
and ſeveral hereby muſt have their circumſtances 
greatly involved in the world. Some who lived 
in reputation, in a decent and comfortable way, 
and who perhaps were aſſiſting to others in their 
ſtraits, and bleflings to the poor about them, are 
with their families reduced to very great difficul- 
ties; and if they are not charitably conſidered by 
thoſe they live under, and other well diſpoſed per- 


ſons, it is likely, muſt ſubmit to the meaneſt and 


moſt laborious employments, to obtain the neceſ- 


ſaries of life, or will need the charity they have 


imparted to others. And this unavoidably muſt be 
the caſe with many at laſt, even of thoſe, who 
with ſome caſe have bore the loſs of their cattle 
once, if it pleaſes God to go on to follow them 
with one ſtroke of this nature after another, This 
I mention becauſe by many it is well known, that 
fome places are now viſited, where many of the 
inhabitants with great difficulty had juſt got to- 
gether 2 ſmall ſtock of cattle in the room of a 
much greater, which not long ſince they had loſt. 
Now moſt of theſe families muſt be much re- 


duced, as to their worldly circumſtances, if they 
are 


Job i. 21. 
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are not quite ruin'd ; and the aſpect of providence 
in the firſt viſitation ot other places 1s ſuch, as 
gives us almoſt equal reaſon to fear for their in- 
habitants. And is it not very affecting to ſee a 
blaſt upon our friends and neighbours ; to ſee 
many of them reduced to poverty, who perhaps 
but ſome months ſince were as likely to have paſ- 
ſed comfortably through the world as moſt of us? 
And furely this diſpenſation of providence ſhould 
be taken notice of by us in this view: The diſ- 
treſſes of thoſe about us ſhould ſo excite our com- 
paſſion as to put us upon lending our hand to- 
ward their relief, according as our circumſtances 
will permit. But we may all ſpread their caſe 
before the Lord, whoſe the earth is and the ful- 
neſs thereof, and we are in duty bound to do it: 
we ſhould make it our requeſt, that he would 
ſome way or other make up their loſſes, that he 
would find out ſome way for their comfortable 
ſubſiſtence ; but more eſpecially, that by the loſs 
of their creature enjoyments, they may ſo learn 
the vanity of all things in this world, as to be- 
come ſolicitous in ſeeking an intereſt in thoſe bleſ- 
ſings and enjoyments which are durable and laſt- 
ing, and which they never can be deprived of by 
apy of the turns of providence. This will be a 
proper way of expreſſing our ſympathy with the 
diſtreſſed, and hereby we may be helpful to them, 
even though 'our circumſtances will permit us to 
do but little towards their outward relief. 


6. We ſhould take notice of the hand of the 
Lord upon the cattle, with a regard to the nation 
in general. 


Hitherto 
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Hitherto this ſtroke of God's hand has been 
felt in any conſiderable degree, comparatively but 
by few. Few beſides the Proprietors of theſe crea- 
tures, have ſuffered any great inconveniencies from 
it: yet we cannot but expect if this diſtemper 
continues to ſpread, and it goes on to viſit places 
one time after another (as we have ſeen it in many 
inſtances to be the caſe) that the whole nation 
muſt be very ſenſibly affected. The rich and 
poor, the old and young, even the infants that 
cannot diſtinguiſh between good and evil, muſt all 
feel the effects of it. If it ſpread throughout the 
land, and continues 'till the fields are left almoſt 
deſolate, we ſhall be deprived of a very uſeful and 
conſiderable part of our proviſion and ſubſtance : 
then literally milk will be taken from babes, and 
ſtrong meat from men. We ſhall be denied a va- 
riety of ſome of the moſt agreeable and neceſſary 
food, which the milk of the kine furniſhes us 
with in various forms; and it is a part of our ſuſte- 


- Nance in one form or another daily: a part, the 


want of which, would be a univerſal grievance. 
From hence it will follow, that provifions muſt 
be dear, and our poor greatly ſuffer, and the pa- 
riſhes will hardly be able to give them relief, for 


thoſe upon whom the poor chiefly depend for 


maintenance, eſpecially in the villages, are the pro- 
prietors of the cattle, and therefore muſt be great- 
ly reduced themſelves. And it muſt be more out 
of the power even of thoſe of an higher rank to 
lend their aſſiſtance to the indigent, than it now 
is: for their circumſtances muſt be affected, as 
much of the land will unavoidably fall upon their 
hands, and the reſt be finking in its yearly value. 


And 
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And if the diſtemper ſhould continue to prevail 
and gain ground as it has lately done, it muſt 
greatly affect our navigation, (upon which, under 
God, the ſafety and riches of the nation ſo greatly 
depends) for both the fitting out, and victualling 
of thoſe ſhips which are for our national defence ; 
of thoſe by which the merchants carry on their 
traffick, would be extremely difficult, not to fay 
impoſſible, if the breed of our kine ſhould be 
deſtroy'd. 

"And ſeyeral other conveniencies of life do they 
forniſh us with. It is well known how uſeful, 
yea neceſſary thoſe parts of them are, which ate 
not fit for food, and how many branches of trade 
ſubſiſt on them. Now the nation muſt be greatly 
diſtreſſed in theſe reſpects, and thoſe who are en- 
gaged in thoſe branches of trade, muſt be reduced 
to as great ſtraits, as even the proprietors of the 
beafts themſelves: and the encreaſing price of thoſe 
neceſſary commodities, will greatly affect the na- 
tion in general. Of ſuch univerſal concern is this 
terrible calamity, with the advance of which, 
many are ſo little impreſſed, 


We ſhould take ſuch notice of the band 
of the Lord upon the cattle, as may put us upon 
thinking of expedients, and making uſe of endea- 
vours to avert the judgment. 

And here let me entreat you to conſider, that 
as ſin has laid the foundation of the controverſy 
between God and us, that muſt be proceeded 
againſt : and *till this be done, other expedients, 
either for putting a ſtop to the ſpread of the ,in- 
fection, or in a medicinal way, for the cure of the 
diſtemper, are likely to be as little effectual, as 
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they have hitherto been. As to what is to be 
done by the legiſlature or magiſtrate with reſpect 
to the making laws, or the putting thoſe which 
are in force againſt vice and profaneneſs, in execu- 
tion, I ſhall not preſume to dictate. Nor ſhall I 
take upon me to interpret to my reverend fathers 
and brethren in the miniſtry, the voice of God in 
this diſpenſation of his providence ; or to point out 
to them their duty under it. My buſineſs ſhall 
only be with perſons in private ſtations, and to 
mention thoſe things, to the practice of which, 
the divine being in the methods of his dealings 
with us, is calling upon - every individual perſon. 
Publick calamities have always been look d upon as 
calls to faſting, ſolemn humiliation, prayer and 
reformation : and a ſerious application to theſe du- 
ties at ſuch a ſeaſon, hath been found not to be 
in vain. When God's judgments were denounced 
againſt N:neveh, the inhabitants betook themſelves 
to theſe expedients, and God thereupon faved that 
Sa city, and the cattle of their field alſo. And 
ave we not reaſon to believe, that God in deli- 
vering us from the hands of our enemies, had a 
regard to the prayers which we offered him, and 
our humiliation before him, on thoſe days which 
were {ct apart for theſe purpoſes by publick autho- 
rity ? It then may be no inconſiderable part of the 
preſent duty, even of thoſe who are in private ſta- 
tions, to pray, that they who rule over us may 
be inclined to call the nation in general to thoſe 
ublick humiliations and devotions, which God is 
ſo evidently calling. it, in the methods of his aw- 
ful providence. 
But let us not think theſe duties incombent up- 
on us only when we are called to them by publick 
authority, 
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authority, and that we are to engage in them only 
in our places of publick worſhip : for at ſuch a 
ſeaſon, it is as much the concern now as it was of 
old, of every family to mourn apart, and every 
perſon apart. The heads of families ſhould take 
notice of this national calamity in their family 
worſhip, and as the mouth of the family make 
humble acknowledgements of the fins of it, where- 
by the great God has been diſhonoured and pro- 
voked. And now judgment is begun to be exe- 
cuted upon us, have not thoſe families which call 
not upon the name of the Lord, juſt reaſon to 
fear, that his fury will be poured out upon them 
in a diſtinguiſhing manner ©? And ſhould they not 
think themſelves now called upon, to come before 
the Lord with their morning and evening facri- 
fices, if peradventure that diſpleaſure may be avert- 
ed which their former neglect has tended to 
awaken, 1 
And as every individual perſon has added to the 
fins of the community, and ſo muſt be ſuppoſed 
to have been in part inſtrumental in bringing evil 

upon it ; every one ſhould think himſelf concern- 
ed to act ſo in his ſphere under the preſent re- 
buke of providence, that he raay be as inſtrument- 
al in removing the judgment, as he has been in 
bringing it on, Let not any content themſelves with 
exclaiming againſt the ſins of the age and nation, 
but now you are under the hand of God, ſeriouſ- 
ly conſider, what you allow your ſelves in that is 
culpable, and which the word of God bears its 
teſtimony againſt. Take a ſurvey of your paſt 
conduct, and carefully obſerve, what fins you have 
IF 2 taken 
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taken a liberty in, and been addicted to: whether 
you have not indulged your ſelves in intemperance, 
and abuſed the bounties of providence in rioting 
and luxury, which were only deſigned for the 
ſupport of nature: whether you have not fallen 
into lewdneſs and uncleanneſs : whether you-have 
not been accuſtomed to that moſt unprofitable 
and moſt daring impiety, of uſing in a trifling man- 
ner, or profanely ſwearing by the venerable name 
of the moſt: high : whether you have not uſed 
your tongues to lying and. deceit, to ſlandering 
and backbiting, to deriding and lcoffing at the 
ways and people of God: whether you have not 
been ſo governed by a covetous worldly diſpoſi- 
tion, that the things of the world have had chief 
place in your hearts, and that the cries of the poor 
have not drawn forth your compaſſionate regards : 
whether you have not lived in the negle& of God 
and religion, caſting off fear, and reſtraining 
prayer before him : whether you do not continue 
to flight the gracious propoſals of the goſpel, and 
content your ſelves with a profeſſion of religion, 
while you are ſtrangers to the actings of grace 
and holineſs in your hearts. Thus take a ſerious 
ſarvey of your lives, and do not neglect to regard 
the ſtate of your minds. And having made the 
diſcovery, let it be your concern to humble your 
ſelves before the Lord, for the fins you ſtand con- 
victed of by your own conſciences : ſeek pardon- 
ing mercy and ſanctifying grace through the blood 
of Jeſus : 'and in dependance on divine influences, 
apply your ſelves to the breaking off of your fins 
by righteouſneſs. Now if you are thus brought 


to your knees under a deep ſenſe of your guilt 
e "7: On 
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and defilement by fin, and the need you have of 
pardoning mercy and ſanctifying grace, you will 
be promoting the welfare of the nation in general, 
together with that of your own ſouls, in their 
reateſt and moſt important concerns. | 

And as God may contend with a nation for the 
ſins of his own people, let not even the beſt of 
them think, that they have no occaſion to ſuſpect 
themſelves of being guilty of any thing, for which 
God may contend in judgment with the commu- 
nity of which they are a part: And that they 
may be excuſed inſpecting their conduct, as though 
it was unlikely God ſhould have: a KU Wn. 
with us upon their account. | 

And when we have all of us thus ſearch'd 
and try'd our ways, and - humbled our ſelves be- 
fore God for our own tranſgreſſions, let our na- 
tional fins be humbly acknowledged by us, and 
let us ſet our ſelves moſt earneſtly to plead, not 
only that God's: correcting hand may be taken 
off, but that it may alſo be ſuitably improved; 
and have a due influence upon us: for if this 
is not the caſe, the removal of the judgment 
would afford but little matter for rejoicing, Which 
leads us to the laſt head of diſcourſe ; namely, 


8. If we diſregard. the hand of the Lord 
upon the cattle, and it has not a due effect up- 
on us, we may juſtly fear its being the fore- 
runner of ſomething {till more calamitous. 

When God's judgments are in the earth, it is 
to be expected that the-inhabitants thereof wall 
learn righteoutneſs *. The hand of the Lord 
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upon the creatures is (as we have already ſeen) 
for our inſtruction, but if we do not re- 
ceive inftruction by it, it is not likely, that his 
hand will ſtop at them, When God begins to 
contend with a people, he generally goes on to 
- contend till it has a ſuitable effect upon them; 
or till they are reduced to very great extremi- 
ties. Thus in the caſe of Pharaoh and the E- 
brian, one judgment followed them upon ano- 
ther, till the country was brought into a very 
deſolate condition with reſpect to both men and 
beaſts. By this part of hiſtory. we are taught 
not to diſpute. with the great God: for herein 
we ſee, that if leſſer judgments are not regard- 
ed, he has greater at his command; and that it 
is his way to proceed in judgment, till his voice 
therein is heard, or till the obſtinacy of a peo- 
ple is requited with deſtruction. God let his peo- 
ple fuel know he would thus deal with them: 
if they rebelled againſt him, he would chaſtiſe 
them; and if they diſregarded his chaſtiſing hand, 
he would lay it ſtill heavier upon them, till 
they either returned to their duty, or were 
brought into the utmoſt diſtreſs. * And if ye 
will not yet for all this hearken unto me, then I 
will puniſh you ſeven times more for your fins*,” 
And according to this threatning, ſo it was; as 
we learn from the hiſtory of that people. 
And if we conſider, how God has dealt with 
this nation for ſome years paſt ; we can hardly 
think any other, but that he has entered upon 
a.courſe of judgments, which are either to end in 
our unfeigned humiliation and reformation, 5 
ne (1 whic 


P Lev. xxvi. 18. See the whole chapter. 
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which will leave it in very deſolate and deplora- 
ble circumſtances, Firſt, we were engaged in a 
war with one nation; and war is always expen- 
ſive and burdenſome : therefore however neceſſary 
it was, we had reaſon to look upon it as a rebuke 
of providence ; yet to every careful obſeryer it 
was evident that we were far from regarding it in 
that view : there was no viſible reformation ; the 
rofane were no more reclaimed, nor did it ap- 
pear that the zeal of God's profeſſing people was 
revived. Soon after the proclamation of war againſt 
this nation, we had a very ſevere ſeaſon, which 
for a long time hindered the poor from getting 
their livelihood ; and which made ſome forts of 
proviſions very ſcarce for a time: yet the voice of 
providence was but little hearkened too. There- 
fore very juſtly were our affairs further involved, 
and we obliged to engage in war with another 
nation more powerful than the former ; which it 
is well known, not only tended to increaſe our 
expences, but coſt many of our countrymen their 
ol : and that ſo many of theſe were hurried in- 
to eternity, in the defence of our religion and li- 
berties, ſhould greatly have affected us, and hum- 
bled. us before God for thoſe fins which brought 
all theſe troubles upon us: but had it this effect? 
was there any alteration either in the prophane, 
or profeſſors ? would to God it had been more 
viſible. Then the Almighty went on ſtill further 
to contend with us: he brought the ſword nearer 
home, and ſuffered the enemies of our religion 
and liberties to riſe up in rebellion againſt our 
only rightful ſovereign, and to attempt the ſub- 
verſion of our excellent conſtitution : they ap- 


pear'd 
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pear'd in a very formidable light, when they 
routed part of his majeſty's forces once and again, 
and advanced almoſt into the very heart of our 
country: then indeed we ſeem'd to be a little 
ſtartled ; we made ſome ſhew of humiliation, and 
fent up our cries unto the Lord; and itr great 


| goodneſs he turned our enemies back the way 


they came, and his arm wrought ſalvation for 
us, Now have we not been too much like Pha- 
ravb, who ſeem'd to relent when the hand of 
God was heavy upon him ; but when it was taken 
eff again, perſiſted in his rebellion? Did not we 
like him return again to our evil ways, and per- 
verſe doings; and forget his works almoſt as ſoon as 
we had finiſh'd our ſongs to his praiſe ? Is it 
therefore any wonder, that God till proceeds in 
ent, and continues to ſweep away the beaſts 
of the field? and if we yet are not inſtructed, and 
ſuitably affected under his mighty hand, what 
can we expect, but that judgments will Rilt come 
nearer to us, and be {till heavier upon us; 
1 {hall conchide with a few inferences. | : a 


From the dealings of God towards us ; we 
ak dufte. how great an evil fin is. 
Bod in the courſe of his providence bears his 


reſtimony againſt it, and ſhows us how evil a 


thing it is. It is ach an evil, that every thing 
that belongs to us ſhall feel the bad effects of 
it. We now ſee the beaſts of the field ſuffer for 
the ſins of men, and we may from ſcripture and 
reaſon conclude, that we do not ſee the worſt of 
its evil effects in them, but that far greater ſuf- 


aner are due to thoſe whoſe offences have 


brought 


5 


w 


ener 


1 e 
brought this evil on them. God ſhows what an 
evil fin is, in that his own people ſhall not go 
without very ſevere correction for it, if lighter 
do not anſwer their end, But to impenitent fin» 


ners the troubles of this life come not only by 


way of correction, but with a dreadful ſting, even 
that of a curſe: but ſhould you in a great mea- 
ſute eſcaſe theſe, know O finners, that you will 
not eſcape. the righteous judgment of God, Dare 
no longer then to hake light of fin; no longer to 
think that a trifling matter, which draws after it 
ſuch a train of evils; no longer make a mock at 


it, for thoſe who do fo, Solamon juſtly brands 
with the title of fools, “ fools make a mock at 


fin.” Thoſe can be no other, who make a mock 
at ſuch an infinite evil, eſpecially at the very 
time wen God is ſhewing his diſpleaſure againſt 
t in ſo remarkable a manner. Take then the warn- 
Ing: God is now giving you, He has long been 
admoniſhing you by his word and miniſters, and 


calling you to repentance in vain : and now he 


is doing it by the beaſts of the field, he is ſpeak- 
105 to you as it were in their dying groans: 
ad if you regard his voice, neither in his word, 
nor his providences, your guilt and condemna- 
tion muſt be greatly aggravated. 2 


5 2. We may infer from God's providential deal- 
en, Arial us with reſpe& to the cattle, that 
1 


ighly concerns us to be intereſted in a more 


certain portion, than what this world affords. 


" God is teaching us, that the things of this 


life ate very uncertain, and therefore not fit to 
be qur chief portion. A confiderable part of the 
OM. | E ſudbitance 
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ſubſtance of many lies in their cattle, and they 
are in danger of being ſtript of theſe as others 
already are: Nor ſhould thoſe think themſelves 


 Tecure whoſe ſubſtance is placed in money, or 


houſes, or land, though they may ſeem -more 
ſecure ; for an earthly portion is never out of 
danger. And if theſe who have their portion 
in this life, looſe it by any of the various acci- 
dents to which it is expoſed, what diſtreſſing 
circumſtances muſt they be in? If God is not 
our portion, and our worldly goods be taken 
from us; our all is gone; we have nothing left 
to comfort us; and this we are certain of, that 
if our creature enjoyments are not taken from 
us, we ſhall ſoon be taken from them. May 
we be. concerned therefore to chuſe God for 
our portion; be brought to eſteem . an. intereſt 
in bis favour as the greateſt good, and then we 
ſhall know how to bear worldly loſſes ! we.ſhall 
ſee, that temporal enjoyments are not eſſential 
to our happineſs, for if the ſtreams of creature 
comforts are dried up, we ſhall have the foun- 
tain to go to; and ſhall be able to draw com- 
fort from the bleſſings of that covenant that is 
ordered in all things and ſure ; and then un- 
der all the trying diſpenſations we meet with, 


we may adopt the language of the prophet Ha- 


bubu. * Althoaght the fig-tree ſhall not bloſ- 
ſom, neither ſhall fruit be in the vines, the labour 


of the. olive ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall yield 
no meat, the flock ſhall be cut off from the 


fold, and there ſhall be no herd in the ſtalls: 


\ . 


vet i will rejoice in the Lord, 1 will joy. in the 


Ms _ ti. 3. From 


[3s] 
z. From the diſplays which God gives of his 
_ difpleaſure againſt ſin; we may infer, what rea - 
ſon we have to be thankful for Jeſus Chriſt, tq 
be ſolicitous about an intereſt in him, or if it 
be obtained, very highly to prize it?! 
Many are the afflictions and calamities which 
ſin expoſes us to in this life; and we are af- 
ſured, that theſe are but trifling evils too, when 
compared with thoſe to which it expoſes us in the 
eternal world, What reaſon then have we to bleſs 
God for providing ſuch a ſaviour as Chriſt is, 
who as to his own people takes out the ſting of 
thoſe afflitions which attend them here, and de- 
livers them from the dreadful deſerts of fin here- 
| after? When therefore the great and holy God is 
giving ſome tokens of his diſpleaſure in the courſe 
of his providence, how ſolicitous ſhould ſinners 
be that they may obtain an intereſt in this ſa- 
-- viour, that if they are overtaken with the cala- 
mities of this life, they may not be attended with 
that curſe, which is their moſt terrible ſting ; 
nor lie expoſed to ſtill more dreadful diſpleaſure in 
the world to come? „ ö 
And when they who have a comfortable ſenſe 
of their intereſt in the Lord Jeſus, ſee any of the 
fruits of the curſe which fin has brought upon the 
creation, how exceeding. precious ſhauld it make 
him to their ſouls ? as through him they can 
look upon all their perſonal afflictions, and all 
the calamities of a publick nature in which th 
ſhare with others, but as the corrections of their 
heavenly father and covenant God, defigned by 
him to do them the greateſt good in their beſt 
| os ! | intereſt ; 


* 
bd 
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in ; to lead them nearer, to h w, and 
to t therh © more for” the "Iv hitk 5 in 
1 World of compleat bappineſs . What 
freaſon have true believers to rejoice in Chriſt Je- | 
ſas; when thoſe things which in their own ten- 
dency are ſuch dreadful evils, have by him theit 
| hon rk ſo altered, that they become inſtru- 
mental of idrancing their welfare in their moſt 
n concerns; * 


+3 y 
4 * 
: 
* : * 4 , . 
1 
* 
< — — - 7 4 : k, \ k : K. 
* k 
E% & 1 
* % 1 2 * - 
4 * — ft] - 7 
* » " 4 
% 
— 1 
_ 6# oy — " I - — ” & . 
N P ; 8 
bd * . e "& 6 
2 1314 * = * * of = 
- ” . * - 
* i. * * Lo 
Ef 3 i „ » " o 3 thee 9 9 * 
. ? : | 
” * 1 a | 
2110 5 Ar {1% WD Lk. 144 - * 
- " ' — 
Wer 2 2 
G4 14 NE. By £4 44 210 2 - N 1 
1 * 9 1 3 = x 9 = - 1 
- + 7 o 99 Cs + SEE) 1 " * . * * 
- &- 1 1 FT © © 41 [: 4 oF - 54d F4 # 3 & 4&4 of „ 
1 4 = 


* 


- - . , , 
- : E.. «f "I. 4 k "| © - "_— * 9 * 
5 un * 44 821 7 + „ 4 v & , = 160 * 941 +4 « * — , . . 
* — * 
+ 


| 
W => 
| 
* 


o 
a} #4 g * 
141 — 
— 44 if 1 is 27 1 1 
'4 4+;4 | 
" » ae" #4 - 
$0612 £15 ; 11s 4 
* = . 4 
8.45501 
1 1 
ö <4 
1 
WI 9 
* 
8er ＋ ® - 
C3483 4 
F . * Y | ? 5 4 „ mae. ry F> 4 * 8 
Wea : : * { [ ws : 1921 3 - 0 x} & *® 4 124 1 4 J 119 7 - : — : £ 0 o 2 « 
+ If} * 1 a 2 Do! yn fa 4 0 1 RS: . , 5; £4 
: 1. 1 o + 10 . & Sw 14 '$ + oY C — „ — * - 


Y 9s cv 


4 Wim G ; i 7 


